FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chinese-U.S. Youth Race to a Shared Clean Energy Future
Visual Action: 13:00, Wednesday, Dec. 8, Cancunmesse near the booths. Runners from both China and the U.S. will race as announcers shout out milestones in clean energy development. Participants of YOUNGO will watch and cheer. The finish line will have photo opportunities of participants.
Cancun, MX (12-08-10) -- Demonstrating the need for collaboration to achieve climate-friendly energy solutions, the "China-U.S. Youth Climate Exchange" will hold an action Wednesday at the United Nations climate negotiations focused on the clean energy race. 

The action is a synthesis of the first week of activities for the Exchange, which included a joint blog in English and Chinese, two workshops, a “diplomacy dinner,” a closed meeting with U.S. lead negotiator Jonathan Pershing and several informal strategy sessions. 

At a press conference last week, coordinators from both countries discussed the history of the collaboration and the need for greater cooperation between the United States and China in combating climate change.

“As representatives of the inheriting generations of the world’s largest climate emitters, we believe that China and America must be the leaders in solving the climate crisis,” said Holly Chang of GoldenBridges, a nonprofit organization based in Beijing.

Speakers outlined the need for more cultural and educational exchanges between both China and the United States. 

“The process [of creating the shared action] showed me why it is so difficult for negotiators to sit down and get agreements,” said Yingao Chen of Peking University. “At first, we just tried to persuade each other, but when I learned more of the U.S. political system…it made me think of creative approaches to the problem.”

The concluding workshop and “visioning” session about how to unite youth across our two countries will be held this Thursday, Dec. 9, at 18:00 at Forum 100, Climate Village.

## 
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Michael Davidson, SustainUS, (+52 1)998-202-9467, michael.davidson@sustainus.org

Yiting Wang, China Youth Climate Action Network, (+52 1)998-121-6654
yiting@cycan.org

About the China-U.S. Youth Climate Exchange: The Exchange brings together
Chinese and Americans from eight youth organizations and one non-profit:
China Youth Climate Action Network, Peking University CDM Club, Tsinghua
Green Student Association, China Dialogue, Sierra Student Coalition,
SustainUS, Cascade Climate Network, Washington University Students for
International Collaboration on Environment, and Golden Bridges. Founded in
advance of the Cancun climate talks, it seeks ways to share knowledge,
foster collaboration and encourage mutual ambition between the United
States and China around the issues of climate change. For more information
and to follow the joint blog, please visit: chinausyouthclimate.weebly.com.

