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Chinese, U.S. Youth Recognize Shared Future; Collaborate for Climate Solutions
Cancún, Mexico—Recognizing the critical role China and the U.S. share in solving the climate crisis, seven youth from each country have reached out in advance of the international climate negotiations to lay the foundations for stronger Sino-American cooperation on climate and energy solutions.  

“In the midst of the greatest challenge facing our generation,” said Jared Schy, a U.S. core organizer and member of the Cascade Climate Network, a youth advocacy organization,” we believe it is our responsibility as future leaders to establish this dialogue now.”

The team will coordinate a series of workshops and shared action at conference venues,  author a bi-lingual blog, and a diplomacy dinner.  These projects are entitled “China-US Youth Climate Exchange.”  

The first workshop, Hello, Nihao, and the Road Forward, will be at the Climate Village on Tuesday, November 30th at 1:30PM.  The purpose is to educate participants on the two countries’ culture, history and stances on climate change while sharing personal stories, passions and interests to build capacity for meaningful exchanges throughout the rest of the conference.  There will be several presentations by core organizers as well as an open space forum to discuss group-generated topics that excite participants most.     

The shared action will be highly visual and will underscore the need for more investment into clean energy systems in China and the United States.  Details will follow at a later date.  

The joint blog, China-U.S. Youth Climate Dialogue  (chinausyouthclimate.weebly.com) will feature posts by core team members on their accounts of the negotiations and experiences working together.  The blog will also feature pictures and videos from workshops and actions. Posts will be translated into both English and Chinese.  

The second workshop, “Reflecting and Future Collaboration” will be at the Climate Village on Thursday, December 8th at 7:00pm. Its purpose is to give core team members a space to reflect on and share their experiences from the negotiations and to lay out a plan for sustaining this collaboration in the future.  The organizers have invited industry experts, government officials, and NGO advocates to sit with participants at the table to inform their discussions and support them in establishing concrete climate solutions they can work together on in the future. 

The China-US Youth Climate Exchange will conclude with a Diplomacy Dinner (Location TBA) on Thursday, December 10th at 6:00 PM. We will transition the collaboration from a political to a personal level and host a large potluck joined by multiple international delegations to celebrate our work together over the past two weeks.  

Through these joint activities, the exchange will strengthen trust between the two countries and establish long-term relationships founded on friendship and mutual cultural understanding.  

“We are demonstrating an innovative model of cooperation on climate change to our governments,” said Yiting Wang, of China Youth Climate Action Network. “In doing so we hope to induce more cooperation amongst our governments and more aggressive action in creating and taking leadership on climate and energy solutions.” 
Together with several of her fellow Chinese organizers, Wang was involved in the Sino-American workshop put on by the Chinese Youth Delegation at COP15 last year, “Our Shared Future: Hello, Nihao,” which Al Gore praised as a model for the two countries’ leaders. 

This year, only one month in advance, youth from both countries who participated in the workshop last year came together via conference calls and emails to plan the more elaborate “China-US Youth Climate Exchange.”  

“We're showing how the U.S. and China can work together,” said Michael Davidson, a core organizer of the China-U.S. Youth Climate Exchange and member of the SustainUS delegation, a U.S.-based youth advocacy organization. “Our values are as disparate as our leaders, but the youth can work together and find solutions in commonalities despite these differences.”
The organizers hail from seven youth organizations and one nonprofit organization focused on US-China relations: China Youth Climate Action Network, Peking University CDM Club, Tsinghua Green Student Association, China Dialogue, Sierra Student Coalition, SustainUS, Cascade Climate Network, and Golden Bridges.
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